[Bilateral superior oblique palsy and botulinum toxin].
To study the effectiveness of botulinum toxin in the treatment of bilateral acquired oblique superior palsy. Five patients with bilateral asymmetrical acquired superior oblique palsy were treated with periodical injections of botulinum toxin in the inferior oblique and rectus muscles (2.5-5 U). The average age of the sample was 37.4 years. A trauma etiology was present in four cases. Treatment was applied at two months after the beginning of the illness in two cases, at four months in another two cases, and at one year in the other patient. A good result was achieved in three of the cases with botulinum toxin. Two patients required surgery. All of the patients were injected in the inferior obliques, and two cases were also injected in the inferior rectus. The number of injections ranged between four and six applications. It was considered to be a good result when diplopia was corrected in reading and primary position, and torticollis disappeared. Diplopia was not corrected in extreme lateral gazes and supraversion in two cases. Periodical botulinum toxin injections represent an alternative management to surgery in the treatment of bilateral acquired oblique palsy. In some cases botulinum toxin injections can prevent or decrease the number of surgical interventions